
The Solar Eclipse 

 A Couple Minutes of Darkness or Something Else? 
  

Then God said, “Let there be lights in the firmament of the heavens to divide                                                                       

the day from the night; and let them be for signs and seasons, and for days and years 

                                                   Genesis 1:14 
  

    From the very beginning God declared the sun and the moon would be for “signs”. These two 

great lights have been used throughout Bible history to mark significant events. In Joshua 10 the 

sun and moon stand still for Joshua in a great battle with the Gibeonites.  Joel prophesied that the 

sun would be turned into darkness and the moon into blood before the Great and Terrible Day of 

the Lord. (Joel 2:31)  We know at the death of Jesus on the cross great darkness covered the 

earth as the sun forbade to shine. Jesus further predicted that “in the last days there would be 

signs in the sun, the moon and in the stars; and upon the earth nations will be in perplexity at the 

roaring and tossing of the sea.” (Luke 21:25)  If we look around us certainly nations are 

perplexed—i.e. the  European Common Market is reeling from Brexit (Britain’s exit); the U.N. 

seems determined to recognize the Palestinians living on land that belongs to Abraham’s 

descendants, the Jews; no one knows what to do about North Korea’s new nuclear weapons 

capabilities and their tyrannical dictator, etc. And the roaring and tossing of the sea is seen in 

tidal waves, tsunamis, glacier melting and rising tides due to “global warming”.  

    It seems we should pay attention to this solar eclipse as it passes right through the heart of 

America and ends with it’s longest impact (approximately 2 minutes, 40 seconds according to 

NASA)  over Charleston. 

    Darkness in scripture was both a symbol of God’s presence and power as well as His 

judgement. Darkness was a plague on the Egyptians. Both Saul and Elymas were struck with 

darkness (blindness) as judgement of God. Isaiah 61:1 declared the Messiah would release the 

prisoners from darkness. Jesus in His parables teaches that sinners will be cast into outer 

darkness. (Matthew 22:13, 25:30) Finally in Revelation 16:10 darkness is a vial of judgement 

poured out upon the earth during the great tribulation period.  

    So should we just view this eclipse as some astronomical pattern that duplicates itself every 

once in a while? Or should we view it as a warning from God? 

    I believe this is not something to be ignored and while we should not become prophets of 

doom and gloom, we should call for brokenness and repentance. Historically we know a solar 

eclipse preceded Jonah’s visit to Nineveh. This eclipse was verified by NASA but also from 

cuneiform tablets discovered in the 19th century called the Assyrian Eponym Canon. This eclipse 

along with other problems like civil war and the plague prepared the Ninevites to repent. Think 

of America, our own civil unrest and man-made plagues of  opiate additions, AIDS, etc.  

    Let this be a time when we the people of God fast and pray and weep before the altar of God. 

The spiritual darkness we live in everyday is greater than a 2½ minute solar eclipse we will 

experience on August 21. Join with me in praying for our nation, our city and our world that the 

Light of Jesus would break the power of darkness once again.   ~ Pastor Stafford                                                                      

  


